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The Missing Link
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There are side-constraints in morality

There are absolute side-constraints in 
morality

There are absolute libertarian side-
constraints in morality

The Right to Bodily Integrity
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A right to mutilate one‘s own
body
A right to sell one‘s own body
(kidneys, eyes, …)

A right to choose one‘s own
body shape, type, etc.

A right not to be killed or
harmed in normal cases

• Modern idea: ownership and property consists of several
simpler, independent rights

• If you have a property right in X, then you might have a right 
to

�Use X

�Profit from X

�Sell X

�Exclude others from using X

�Change X

�Destroy X

• What are examples of having one without the other?

Property Rights
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Libertarianism is generally associated with three claims:

1. All rights are property rights

2. We have the greatest possible extent of property rights over 
our own body (as well as talents and labour)

3. If we acquire land or resources in the state of nature, we 
have the greatest possible extent of property rights over 
them

Libertarianism
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